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Round 1 
 

1a A current forward for Paris Saint-Germain, what French 
footballer is only the second teenager, after Pele, to score in a 
World Cup Final? At the 2018 FIFA World Cup, the then 19-year 
old scored four goals for France on their way to winning the 
tournament. Kylian MBAPPE 

1b What Austrian composer pioneered dodecaphony, or the twelve 
tone system, which treated all parts of the chromatic scale 
equally? Even though he hated the term "atonality," his name 
has come to be associated with it. Arnold SCHOENBERG 

2a What term is given to particles with half-integral spin that are 
subject to the Pauli Exclusion Principle? The name of these 
particles is derived from an Italian-American physicist. FERMIONS 

2b A 2006 painting by Banksy became famous when he shredded it 
at a 2018 art auction. What red object, also entitling a song by 
Nena, is the title girl reaching for in the painting? BALLOON 

3a Located in the Pudong District, the newest Disneyland theme 
park is in what most populous Chinese city? SHANGHAI 

3b What Indian-born American executive succeeded Steve Ballmer 
in 2014 to become the CEO of Microsoft? Satya NADELLA 

4a What actor became the first black African to be nominated for 
an acting Oscar? He was nominated for both In America in 2003 
and Blood Diamond in 2006. Djimon HOUNSOU 

4b On Masterclass, what three-Michelin starred chef teaches 
modern Italian cooking? Featured in Season 1 of Chef's Table, 
he runs Osteria Francescana in Moderna, Italy. Massimo BOTTURA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Round 2 

1a In political science, a grassroots movement is when people of 
the local community self-organize to enact change. What name 
derived from a particular brand of sporting surface is given to 
the type of movement where sponsors of a message mask 
themselves to make it appear as if they are supported by 
grassroots participants? ASTROTURFing 

1b "Six feet, from his head to his heels" is the answer to the title 
question "How Much Land Does a Man Need?" in a short story 
by what Russian author, who also wrote about the death of Ivan 
Ilyich? Leo TOLSTOY 

2a What NBC sitcom has the most Emmy wins for a network 
comedy series, with 37 wins across 11 seasons? FRASIER 

2b One of the more homoerotic songs in recent country music is 
what 2014 song by Little Big Town? In it, Karen Fairchild sings "I 
want to taste her lips, because they taste like you." GIRL CRUSH 

3a While Team USA and Team Canada are hockey rivals, they can 
be lovers off the ice. What former captain of Team USA, who led 
the women's team to a gold medal at the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, married Team Canada star Gillian Apps? Meghan DUGGAN 

3b What famous Berlin techno nightclub, whose name is derived 
from is location on the border of the neighborhoods Kreuzberg 
and Friedrichshain, became infamous for its notoriously 
impenetrable door policy? Clubbers may wait anywhere from 2-
8 hours to be judged by the bouncer Sven, and denied. BERGHAIN 

4a What does the "m" in mRNA stand for? MESSENGER 

4b What American anthropologist is known for her work Coming of 
Age in Samoa, where she interviewed young women on the 
island of Ta'u? Her first and last name start with the same letter. Margaret MEAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Round 3 

1a On IMDb's list of "Top 100 Halloween movies of all-time," what 
1993 comedy tops the list? A youngster moves to Salem and 
awakens a trio of diabolical witches. HOCUS POCUS 

1b In the Chinese Zodiac, what small animal comes first in the 
cycle? Fleas on this animal were the main vector for the bubonic 
plague in Europe. 

RAT (acc. mouse, rodent as the 
Chinese is nonspecific) 

2a What African river forms the Transvaal's border with Botswana 
and Zimbabwe? The Crocodile River in South Africa merges with 
the Marico to form this river. LIMPOPO River 

2b What 1965 Supreme Court case involved an East Coast state's 
ban on contraception? Justice Douglas wrote in a majority 
opinion that the Constitution guarantees the right to privacy, 
including the right to choose to use birth control. Just the name 
of the first party is necessary. GRISWOLD v. Connecticut 

3a Seedless plants can be divided into two categories. What kind of 
plants lack true leaves and roots, fastening themselves to the 
ground with rhizoids? Mosses are examples of this proposed but 
commonly used taxonomic division. BRYOPHYTES 

3b Zadie Smith first came to the literary world's attention at age 25 
when she published what 2000 novel focused on a Bangladeshi 
immigrant family, written while she was still at Cambridge? WHITE TEETH 

4a What former eight-division world boxing champion is currently 
running to be the next president of the Philippines? Manny PACQUIAO 

4b "Don't Feed the Plants" closes out what 1982 musical? LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Round 4 

1a Earth's moon and the four Galilean moons of Jupiter were the first five 
known satellites in the Solar System. What object which is roughly 1.5 
moons across was the sixth? TITAN 

1b What Zapotec lawyer became the first Indigenous president of Mexico 
in 1858? A key figure in deposing Santa Anna, he would initiate a 
series of landmark reforms known as La Reforma. Benito JUAREZ 

2a For which team did Jackie Robinson break MLB's color barrier in 
1947? They later moved to the West Coast and he did not accompany 
them. 

BROOKLYN / LOS ANGELES 
DODGERS (acc. either city, or 

nickname) 

2b What Vietnamese sandwich is made on a short baguette, and consists 
of pate, pork sausage, cucumber, pickled carrots, coriander, and 
mayonnaise? BANH MI 

3a What popular TV show of the late 2000s, airing on The CW, stars 
Leighton Meester and Blake Lively as Upper East Side Manhattan 
teenagers? GOSSIP GIRL 

3b What line dance song became a hit in 1985 thanks to Gloria Estefan 
and the Miami Sound Machine? The dance involves forming a long 
processing line that eventually turns into a circle. CONGA 

4a Melanesia is a subregion of Oceania that includes four independent 
countries. Fiji, the Solomon Islands, and Papua New Guinea are three 
of them — what is the fourth? VANUATU 

4b What Argentinian author is known for the short story collection 
Labyrinths, which includes the influential story "The Library of Babel"? Jorge Luis BORGES 
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Round 5 

1a Jackie Robinson Day is celebrated on April 15th each year. To 
honor him, all players, coaches, and managers across the 
league wear uniforms bearing what number? It may also be 
the answer to life, the universe, and everything. 42 

1b Zadie Smith's third novel On Beauty has been described by the 
author as an homage to what British novel focused on the 
Schlegel and Wilcox families, named for a country house? HOWARDS END 

2a What specific object was discovered by Giuseppe Piazzi in 
1801, and originally considered a new planet until Pallas, Juno, 
Vesta, Astraea, and about 100 similar objects were discovered 
between Jupiter and Mars? CERES 

2b In the Chinese Zodiac, what animal comes last in the cycle? 
Commonly eaten in Chinese cuisine, this livestock animal is 
neither kosher nor halal by most reckonings. PIG 

3a Micronesia is a subregion of Oceania that includes five 
independent countries. Kiribati (KEE-ri-bass), the Marshall 
Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and Nauru are 
four of them — what is the fifth? PALAU 

3b 
A reprise of the "Time Warp" closes out what 1975 Broadway 
musical? 

The ROCKY HORROR Show 
(correct, but accept, "Rocky 

Horror Picture Show") 

4a What popular TV show of the early 2000s, airing first on The 
WB and then The CW, stars Lauren Graham and Alexis Bledel 
as a witty mother-and-daughter pair living in Stars Hollow? GILMORE GIRLS 

4b A 1992 case that updated Roe v. Wade to the "undue burden" 
test rather than the "first trimester test" was Planned 
Parenthood versus what then-governor of Pennsylvania and 
leader of the anti-abortion wing of the Democratic party? Bob CASEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Round 6 

1a Name either NBC drama that has the most Emmy wins for a 
network drama series, with 26 wins across 7 seasons.  

HILL STREET BLUES or The 
WEST WING 

1b On Masterclass, what two-Michelin starred chef teaches 
modern Japanese cooking? Featured in Season 1 of Chef's 
Table, she runs n/naka (na-NA-ka or n-NA-ka) in Los Angeles, 
specializing in modern kaiseki cuisine. Nikki NAKAYAMA 

2a Located on Lantau Island in a Special Administrative Region, 
what Chinese city with English as an official language has the 
smallest Disneyland theme park? HONG KONG 

2b "The Bet" is a short story by what author that debates whether 
capital punishment is less cruel than solitary confinement? In 
another work by this author, the character Trigorin speculates 
about how to use a dead gull as an inspiration for a short 
story. Anton CHEKHOV 

3a What term is given to particles with integral spin, which the 
Pauli Exclusion Principle does NOT apply to? The name of 
these particles is derived from an Indian physicist. BOSONS 

3b What French anthropologist is known for his thesis "The 
Elementary Structures of Kinship," where he interviewed the 
Nambikwara people of Brazil? He shares his surname with a 
popular manufacturer of blue jeans. Claude LEVI-STRAUSS 

4a Meghan Duggan and Gillian Apps aren't the first successful 
USA-Canada hockey marriage. Julie Chu, who won four medals 
with Team USA over multiple Olympics, married what former 
captain of Team Canada, who led the women's team to a gold 
medal at the 2014 Winter Olympics? Caroline OULLETTE 

4b What American composer, a student of Arnold Schoenberg, 
was a proponent of aleatory, or "chance" music? The final note 
of his composition "As Slow As Possible" will be played in the 
year 2640. John CAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Round 7 

1a Appropriately, the term "astroturfing" was first coined by what 
Texas senator who would later tell Dan Quayle "you're no Jack 
Kennedy"? Lloyd BENTSEN 

1b What Indian-American executive was appointed by Larry Page in 
2015 to become the CEO of Alphabet Inc. and its subsidiary 
Google? Sundar PICHAI 

2a What actor became the first Muslim to be nominated for a Lead 
Actor Oscar? He was nominated for a 2020 film. Riz AHMED 

2b One of the more queer-friendly songs in recent country music is 
what 2013 song by Kacey Musgraves? In it, she sings "So make 
lots of noise, kiss lots of boys, or kiss lots of girls if that's 
something you're into." FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 

3a A current forward for Paris Saint-Germain, what Brazilian 
footballer is the second highest goalscorer for the Brazilian 
national team, after Pele? At the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio, 
the then 24-year old captained Brazil to their first gold medal in 
men's football. 

NEYMAR da Silva Santos Júnior 

3b Billing itself as "the home of dance music," what London club 
with a name like a government office has a famous main room 
called The Box? MINISTRY OF SOUND 

4a What does the "t" in tRNA stand for? TRANSFER 

4b Banksy's "Girl with Balloon" was subsequently renamed after its 
shredding. It is now known as "Love is in the" WHAT, a three-
letter British word for "trash can"? The BIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Round 8 

1a Also known as hepatics, the division Marchantiophyta (mar-
CHAN-tee-o-fi-ta) includes what type of bryophyte, which often 
appears like a leafier, flattened moss? They are named because 
they were thought to have specifically-targeted medicinal 
properties. LIVERWORTs 

1b What dance song became a hit in the mid-90s thanks to Los del 
Rio? The dance begins by extending both arms and then 
touching the shoulders, heads, and hips. It may have jumped 
the shark with Al Gore's version at the 1996 Democratic 
convention. MACARENA 

2a Imran Khan is a Hall of Fame cricketer who won the 1992 Cricket 
World Cup. He is currently the prime minister of what Asian 
country? PAKISTAN 

2b What Mexican general took power four years after the death of 
Benito Juarez, establishing a long-lasting dictatorship that would 
eventually lead to the Mexican Revolution? He would stay in 
power for 31 years. Porfirio DIAZ 

3a On IMDb's list of "Top 100 Halloween movies of all-time," what 
1993 animated film comes in third? It features the love story of 
Jack Skellington and Sally. 

The NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 

3b What Chilean author is known for the novel The House of 
Spirits? She and her family fled to Venezuela after Augosto 
Pinochet deposed her uncle. Isabel ALLENDE 

4a What African river forms part of the border between Angola 
and Namibia before flowing into Botswana? It rises in Angola, 
where it is known by the Portuguese name Rio Cubango. OKAVANGO River 

4b What Vietnamese noodle dish consists of broth, rice noodles, 
meat, and herbs? It is considered Vietnam's national dish. PHO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spare Questions 

1 Among the new words added to Merriam-Webster dictionary in 
2021 is what two-word term, ushered in because Douglas Craig 
Emhoff is the first such person to hold the position? The second 
word is longer than one syllable. SECOND GENTLEMAN 

2 What four-letter Swedish word describes a coffee break, and is 
an integral part of Swedish culture? FIKA 

3 What long-running reality competition show on CBS is hosted by 
Phil Keoghan? The AMAZING RACE 

4 Jamhuri Day is a national holiday celebrating what East African 
nation's republic day? Jamhuri comes from the Swahili word for 
"republic"; the country became independent from the United 
Kingdom in 1963. KENYA 

 


