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Online Quiz League 
 

Questions set by:  Josh Benfield and Ed Mason Edited by: David Taylor and Margaret Brown 
For use in: Season 9 Week 3 Friendly matches played 25/01/2023 

Correct as of: 23/01/2023 
 

Note to QMs (please read aloud to teams): Players are politely reminded to have their hands in view at all times 
 
 

 



Round 1 

1a Who was the first, and to date only, female winner of the Abel Prize in mathematics, receiving the award in 2019? She is a 

founder of modern geometric analysis, with her Abel Prize citation specifying that she won the award in part for “her 

achievements in geometric partial differential equations, gauge theory and integrable systems.” Karen Uhlenbeck 

1b 
Who was Roman Emperor from 54 CE to 68 CE? In a story that is almost certainly not true, he is said to have fiddled 

while Rome burned during the Great Fire of Rome in 64 CE. Nero 

2a 
One of the New 7 Wonders of the World, the Taj Mahal is found in which city? Agra 

2b Which member of the British Royal Family released the children’s book “The Old Man of Lochnagar” in 1980? At the time, 

he was the heir to the throne, and he ascended to the throne following his mother’s death in September 2022. 

King Charles III (accept Prince of 

Wales or Prince Charles) 

3a 

In radio system terminology, what does the F stand for in FM? Frequency 

3b 

In 2000, who beat Garry Kasparov to win his first World Chess Championship? Vladimir Kramnik 

4a 

Which of Escoffier's five mother sauces of French cuisine is a white sauce based on milk thickened with a white roux? Béchamel 

4b 
What is the name of the musical mode more commonly referred to as the natural minor scale? It derives its name from 

one of the four major tribes of Ancient Greece and shares its name with the Ruler of the Winds in Greek myth. Aeolian 



 
 
 
Round 2 

  1a 2022 saw the introduction of the term 'nepobaby' as Gen Z discovered just how important family is in the entertainment 

business. Actress Maud Apatow, the daughter of Judd Apatow and Leslie Mann, stars in which HBO teen-drama series? Euphoria 

1b 

Notable for being both a lead singer and a drummer, Don Henley played for which seminal US rock band? One of their 

biggest hits was 'Hotel California' from an album of the same name Eagles 

2a I'm Lovin' It' is the advertising slogan of which fast-food chain? McDonald's 

2b 

There are three NFL franchises based in Florida. Name one of them - team nickname required, not the city. 

Miami Dolphins, Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers, or Jacksonville 

Jaguars 

3a Every year, the Royal Institution in London hosts a series of Christmas lectures. Who presented the lectures in 1973? He 

had previously been the Controller of BBC2 from 1965 to 1969, and would go on to present the TV series The Blue 

Planet and Planet Earth. David Attenborough 

3b 
In which French town did Bernadette Soubirous report seeing an apparition of the Virgin Mary in 1858? Lourdes 

4a There are a number of places referred to as entrances to the underworld. Colloquially known as the Door to Hell, 

Darvaza gas crater is found in which Central Asian country Turkmenistan 

4b Zumbi was the last of the kings of the Quilombo dos Palmares, a 17th Century settlement largely comprised of escaped 

slaves, in which modern-day country? In this country, Black Consciousness Day is sometimes called “Zumbi Day”, and is 

observed annually on November 20th, the date of his death. Brazil 



 
 
 
 
Round 3 

1a 
Which mountain is the highest in Asia? 

Mt Everest (Accept Sagarmatha 

or Chomolungma) 

1b In which poker variant does a player have four cards in their hand, and five community cards on the table? They must use 

exactly two cards from their hand and three cards from the table to make the best five-card hand possible. Whilst the 

game originated in Las Vegas, it shares its name with a city in Nebraska. Omaha Hold'Em 

2a Who was nominated in the Best Actress and Supporting Actress categories at the 1993 Academy Awards for The 

Remains of the Day and In the Name of the Father respectively? She won neither but does have two other Oscars in her 

collection. Emma Thompson 

2b Singing on the Massive Attack track 'Teardrop', Elizabeth Fraser was the lead vocalist of which Scottish dream-pop group 

who released the album Heaven or Las Vegas in 1990? The Cocteau Twins 

3a Which 80s supermodel appeared in the Billy Joel music video for Uptown Girl? Christie Brinkley 

3b What surname is shared by George H.W. and George W., a father-son pair who have both been US President? Bush 

4a 
What name is given to the boundary between Earth’s atmosphere and outer space, defined by the Federation 

aeronautique internationale as 100 km above the Earth’s mean sea level? The boundary is named after a Hungarian-

American aerospace engineer who died in 1963. von Karman line 

4b In Hinduism, the Trimurti consists of Brahma, Vishnu, and which other god, known as “The Destroyer”? Shiva (accept Mahadeva or Hara) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Round 4 

1a 

Blue Origin is the aerospace manufacturer and spaceflight company founded in 2000 by which business mogul? Jeff Bezos 

1b Which fantasy author created the Wheel of Time franchise, and wrote 12 books in the series before his death in 2007? A 

TV series based on his franchise was released by Amazon Prime Video in 2021. Robert Jordan 

2a Na is the symbol for which element of the periodic table? The symbol comes from the Latin word 'natrium', and neither the 

letters N or A appear in this element's English name. Sodium 

2b Stephen Flynn is the leader of the Scottish National Party group in the House of Commons. He took over the position in 

December 2022 following the decision of which man, the MP for Ross Skye and Lochaber,  to stand down? Ian Blackford 

3a Timor-Leste (East Timor) is the only independent country in Asia that grants official status to which European language? Portuguese 

3b Which composer's Romanza (Symphony in D) was played on the organ at the Queen's funeral? 'Fantasia on a Theme by 

Thomas Tallis' is perhaps a better known example of this composer's work Ralph Vaughan-Williams 

4a Primarily known for working in the horror genre. What is the name of the film production company that has produced, 

amongst others, the Paranormal Activity and Insidious film series? Blumhouse 

4b 
In 2020, Lewis Hamilton won his 7th world title in which sport? In doing so, he tied Michael Schumacher’s record. 

Formula 1 (Accept F1 or Motor 

Racing) 

 



 
 

HALF-TIME - PLEASE CHANGE ORDER 
 
 
Round 5 

1a One of the New 7 Wonders of the World, Christ the Redeemer is found in which city? Rio de Janeiro 

1b Singing on the Massive Attack track 'Protection', Tracey Thorn was the lead vocalist of which musical duo whose single 

'Missing' was released in 1994? Everything But The Girl 

2a In radio system terminology, what does the W stand for in MW? Wave 

2b In which poker variant does a player have to make the best five-card hand possible from the cards in their hand, four of 

which are dealt face-up so that everyone in the game can see them, and three are dealt face-down. Before the rise of 

Texas Hold’Em in the 2000s, this was one of the most widely-played variants in the United States. 

7 Card Stud (accept Seven-Toed 

Pete or Down-The-River) 

3a Which Danish 90s supermodel appeared in the Chris Isaak music video for Wicked Game? Helena Christensen 

3b In 1992, Andrew Morton released a biography about which member of the British Royal Family, subtitled "Her True Story"? 

At the time of the book's publication, she was married to the then-Prince Charles, and divorced him a year before her 

death in 1997. 

Diana, Princess of Wales (accept 

Diana Spencer) 

4a The von Karman line is in which layer of the Earth’s atmosphere, directly above the mesosphere? Thermosphere 

4b Who was the Roman Emperor from 37 CE to 41 CE? His common name derives from the Latin for the small version of a 

type of military boot, after the outfit he wore as a child, and in a story that is almost certainly not true, as Emperor he is 

said to have tried to make his favourite horse a consul. Caligula 

 



 
 
 
 
Round 6 

1a 
K is the symbol for which element of the periodic table? The symbol comes from the New Latin word 'kalium', and the letter K 

does not appear in this element's English name. Potassium 

1b In which Portuguese city did three children report seeing an apparition of the Virgin Mary on six different occasions in 1917? 

They claimed that the Virgin Mary revealed three secrets to them, and in October 1917, the so-called Miracle of the Sun 

happened in this city, where the sun was claimed to “dance” in the sky by pilgrims who had gathered to watch the event. Fatima 

2a 

SpaceX is the aerospace manufacturer and satellite communications corporation founded in 2002 by which business mogul? Elon Musk 

2b Queen Nzinga served as queen of Ndongo and Matamba, 17th Century kingdoms in which modern-day African country? 

Today, a statue of her stands in this country’s capital city, and a 2013 film about her life labels her as the “Queen of [this 

country],” commemorating her success in maintaining the independence of Ndongo and Matamba by, at different times, both 

co-operating with and fighting against the colonial rulers. Angola 

3a 

2022 saw the introduction of the term 'nepobaby' as Gen Z discovered just how important family is in the entertainment 

business. Actress Maya Hawke, the daughter of Ethan Hawke and Uma Thurman, stars in which Netflix hit series? Stranger Things 



3b 
Which composer's Elegy Op.58 was played on the organ at the Queen's funeral? He is perhaps better known for 'The Dream 

of Gerontius' Edward Elgar 

4a 

There are a number of places referred to as entrances to the underworld. Known as the Mouth of Hell, Masaya Volcano is 

found in which Central American country? Nicaragua 

4b 
In 2022, Ronnie O’Sullivan won his 7th world title in which sport? In doing so, he tied Stephen Hendry’s record in World 

Championships played in the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. Snooker 

Round 7 

1a Which of Escoffier's five mother sauces of French cuisine is made by reduction of clear stock (made from un-roasted 

bones) and thickened with a white roux? Velouté 

1b What surname is shared by Pierre and Justin, a father-son pair who have both been Prime Minister of Canada? Trudeau 

2a In 2022, who became only the second woman to win the Fields Medal in mathematics? The award citation specifies that 

she won the award in part for her work in sphere packing, proving that “the E8 (“E-eight”) lattice provides the densest 

packing of identical spheres in 8 dimensions”. Maryna Viazovska 

2b What is the name of the musical mode more commonly referred to as the major scale? It derives its name from one of the 

four major tribes of Ancient Greece and shares its name with a group of islands that includes Kefalonia. Ionian 

3a Which mountain is the highest in Africa? Mt Kilimanjaro 

3b 
In 2013, who did Magnus Carlsen beat to win his first World Chess Championship? 

Viswanathan Anand (accept 

Vishy Anand) 

4a Who was nominated in the Best Actress and Supporting Actress categories at the 2007 Academy Awards for Elizabeth: Cate Blanchett 



the Golden Age and I'm Not There respectively? She won neither but does have two other Oscars in her collection. 

4b In Hinduism, which of Shiva’s sons, a God of Wisdom, New Beginnings and Luck, is usually depicted with the head of an 

elephant? 

Ganesha (accept Ganapati, 

Vinayaka, or Pillaiyar) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Round 8 

1a Often known for working with self-described cinematic auteurs such Robert Eggers and Yorgos Lanthimos, what is the 

name of the film production company that has produced films such as Uncut Gems, Hereditary, and Everything 

Everywhere All at Once? A24 

1b 
There are three NFL franchises based in California. Name one of them - team nickname required, not the city. 

Los Angeles Rams, Los Angeles 

Chargers, San Francisco 49ers 

2a 

Equatorial Guinea is the only independent country in Africa that grants official status to which European language? Spanish 

2b Which fantasy author's works finished the Wheel of Time series following Robert Jordan's death? His other works include 

the Mistborn and The Stormlight Archive series of novels? In 2022, he became the most-funded author on Kickstarter 

when a campaign to fund four secret novels written during lockdown raised over $40 million on the platform. Brandon Sanderson 

3a Who presented the Royal Institution Christmas Lectures in 1991? The lectures focused on this professor’s work in Richard Dawkins 



evolutionary biology, which he developed in books including The Selfish Gene and The Blind Watchmaker. In recent 

years, he has focused more on his opposition to religion, which he developed in The God Delusion. 

3b Who is the MP for Paisley and Renfrewshire South, and deputy leader of the Scottish National Party group in the House of 

Commons? At the time of her election to Parliament in 2015, she was the youngest MP since 1832. Mhairi Black 

4a It's Finger Lickin' Good' is the advertising slogan of which fast-food chain? KFC 

4b Notable for being both a lead singer and a drummer, Phil Collins played for which seminal UK rock band? One of their 

biggest hits was 'Invisible Touch' from an album of the same name Genesis 

 
We hope you have enjoyed this friendly set. Please remember that the friendlies are written by volunteers who are all members of OQL so 

please consider that when making comments regarding the friendly set. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Spares 

1 Who won the 2022 Booker Prize with his novel "The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida"? Shehan Karunatilaka 

2 
In 2022, who did Magnus Carlsen accuse of cheating to win a chess match against him at the Sinquefield Cup? This man 

later admitted to cheating in some online games of chess in the past but has denied cheating in any face-to-face games, 

not even (as facetiously suggested online) by using anal beads. Hans Niemann 



3 In football, which Dutchman managed the Barcelona 'Dream Team' of the late 80s and early 90s? Johan Cruyff 

4 Which R'n'B singer, who had a 2002 Billboard Hot 100 number one with Foolish, shares her name with an African empire 

that lasted between 1701-1901? Ashanti 

 
 


