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Online Quiz League 
 

Questions set by: OQL Committee 
For use in: Week 9 matches played 05/07/2023 

Correct as of: 05/07/2023 
 

Note to QMs (please read aloud to teams): Players are politely reminded to have their hands in view at all times 
 

 
 

  



Round 1 

1a 
The Vasa Museum and Drottningholm Palace are locations in which European capital city that is sometimes dubbed “the 
Venice of the North”? 

STOCKHOLM 

1b Roger Moore starred as Simon Templar in which British mystery spy thriller TV series of the 1960s? The SAINT 

2a 
Which American-born German feminist researcher and writer first published her namesake report on female sexuality 
in 1976, critiquing the work of Masters and Johnson and Alfred Kinsey and debunking traditional views on sexual activity? 

Shere HITE 

2b 
The physician John Snow traced the source of a major cholera outbreak in London in 1854 to a public water pump on 
which street in Soho? You may give the street’s current name or the name by which it was known at the time.  

BROAD Street (or 
BROADWICK Street; accept 
GOLDEN SQUARE) 

3a 
What is the shared surname of brothers Jeremy, who led a major UK political party between 2015 and 2020, and Piers, a 
climate change denier and anti-vaccine conspiracy theorist? 

CORBYN 

3b Which American golfer held off Rory McIlroy to win his first Major at the 2023 US Open in June? Wyndham CLARK 

4a Which Dutch dancer was executed by the French in 1917 on suspicion of spying for Germany during World War I? 
Mata HARI (or Margaretha 
MACLEOD, Margaretha 
ZELLE) 

4b 
The brothers, Isaac, Zac and Taylor gave their surname to what American pop band, best known for their 1997 hit 
‘MMMBop’? 

HANSON 

 



Round 2 

  1a 
Which Japanese-born classical violinist made her debut at the age of 11, as a guest soloist of the New York Philharmonic at 
their New Year’s Eve Gala in 1982? She began to play the violin at the age of three and in 2018, she joined the faculty of the 
Curtis Institute of Music. 

MIDORI (accept Midori 
GOTO) 

1b 
Which South African politician, who founded the ANC Youth League with Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu, served as the 
president of the African National Congress between 1967 and 1991 while exiled in London? 

Oliver TAMBO 

2a 
Which 1994 Australian comedy-drama film stars Toni Collette as a woman obsessed with ABBA who looks to escape her 
dead-end hometown for Sydney? It sees her marrying a South African swimmer so he can obtain an Australian passport.  

MURIEL’S WEDDING 

2b With a summit of 4,411 feet above sea level, what is the highest mountain in Scotland? 
BEN NEVIS (or BEINN 
NIBHEIS) 

3a 
Marble, slate and quartzite are all examples of what type of rock, which is created when an existing rock is transformed due to 
extreme heat and pressure? 

METAMORPHIC rock 

3b 
Isaac Pitman developed the most widely used system of what method of rapidly writing using abbreviations and symbols? 
Before recording became widely available, this writing method was commonly used by journalists, secretaries and the police. 

SHORTHAND 

4a At which racecourse in Merseyside is the Grand National run annually? AINTREE Racecourse 

4b 
Which novelist, who died in 2023, publicised the slogan “Go to work on an egg” for the Egg Marketing Board during her stint 
as head of copywriting for the advertising agency Ogilvy & Mather? 

Fay WELDON (accept 
Franklin BIRKINSHAW) 

  



Round 3 

1a 
What is the name of the water-soluble dye derived from lichens that is used in filter paper as a pH indicator, turning red in 
acidic conditions and blue in basic or alkaline conditions? 

LITMUS 

1b 
In which of Grimms’ Fairy Tales does the title imprisoned girl let down her long golden hair to allow a prince to climb 
the tower to her rescue? 

‘RAPUNZEL’ (accept 
‘PERSINETTE’) 

2a Kookaburra, Dukes, and SG are all balls used in which sport? CRICKET 

2b 
What is the name of the British chain of upmarket health and fitness centres that place an emphasis on racquet sports, 
reflecting the professional tennis career of the chain’s founder and namesake? 

DAVID LLOYD Leisure 
(prompt on “Lloyd”) 

3a 
A prolific composer of soundtracks for TV and film, Mark Mothersbaugh [mothers baw] first came to prominence as the 
lead singer and keyboard player in what new wave band, whose singles include ‘Jocko Homo’ and ‘Uncontrollable Urge’? 

DEVO 

3b 
The Coconut War was the name given to a 1980 conflict that took place shortly before and after the independence of 
which Pacific island nation? 

VANUATU (accept NEW 
HEBRIDES) 

4a 
Which actor appeared as Susan Gately in the first two series of the Channel 4 comedy-drama Teachers? Her later roles 
included Mel in Lead Balloon and Phyllis Baxter in Downton Abbey. 

Raquel CASSIDY 

4b 
One of the most visited tourist spots in Africa, the UNESCO World Heritage Site Victoria Falls is found on the border of 
Zimbabwe and which other country? 

ZAMBIA 

  



Round 4 

1a 
What layered filo pastry dish that has a chopped nut filling and is sweetened with syrup or honey is a popular dish in Levantine, 
Persian, Arabic and Greek cuisines, but is particularly associated with Turkey? 

BAKLAVA 

1b 
With injury ruling Leah Williamson out of the upcoming women’s football World Cup, which Chelsea defender has been 
named as England captain for the tournament? 

Millie BRIGHT 

2a 
Best known as Horatio Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar, which naval vessel has been preserved as a museum ship in 
Portsmouth? 

HMS VICTORY 

2b 
The song ‘Welcome to the Jungle’ opens which 1987 album by Guns N' Roses, widely regarded as among the best rock albums 
of all time?  

APPETITE FOR 
DESTRUCTION 

3a 
Which man, closely linked to the Chicago School of Sociology is best known for his work within criminology, having invented 
the concept of  ‘white-collar crime’ in 1939? 

Edwin SUTHERLAND 

3b 
The live-action remake of which Disney film has been one of the highest-grossing films of 2023? It stars Halle Bailey as the title 
character, Ariel. 

The LITTLE MERMAID 

4a 
Which Victorian painter, whose former home is now an art museum in Holland Park, was noted for his lavish depictions of 
biblical and classical subject matter, including the 1895 work Flaming June? 

Frederick, Lord 
LEIGHTON  

4b 
What name is given to the muscular pouch in the gullet of some birds? Pigeons are able to secrete from the pouch’s lining to feed 
their young. 

CROP (or CROUP, 
CRAW, INGLUVIES,  
SUBLINGUAL POUCH; 
do not accept “gizzard”) 

  



HALF-TIME - PLEASE CHANGE ORDER 
Round 5 

1a 
Aragonite and calcite are two forms of calcium carbonate that compose which sedimentary rock? Chalk is a form of this 
sedimentary rock, which metamorphoses into marble.  

LIMESTONE 

1b 
Derived from the Greek terms for “narrow” and “to write”, what term is given to the process of writing in shorthand? The 
palantype is a machine with a specialist keyboard that is used for this process in courtrooms.  

STENOGRAPHY (accept 
STENOTYPE; do not 
accept “steganography”) 

2a 
Which very famous racehorse won the Grand National three times between 1973 and 1977, finishing second in the other two 
years? 

RED RUM 

2b 
Which novelist coined the slogan “Irresistibubble” for Aero during his stint as a copywriter for the advertising agency Ogilvy & 
Mather? 

Salman RUSHDIE 

3a 
One of the Curtis Institute of Music’s most celebrated alumni is which American classical violinist, who began playing at the 
age of three? Considered among the world’s best contemporary violin players, a concerto written for her by Jennifer Higdon won 
the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 2010. 

Hillary HAHN 

3b 
Which South African politician was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1960 for his non-violent activism against apartheid? He 
was the President-General of the African National Congress from 1952 until his death in 1967. 

Albert LUTHULI 

4a 
Which 1994 Australian road comedy film stars Terence Stamp as a trans woman and Hugo Weaving and Guy Pearce as drag 
queens who travel in a tour bus from Sydney to Alice Springs? The film ends with a performance miming to ABBA’s ‘Mamma 
Mia’.  

The Adventures of 
PRISCILLA QUEEN OF 
THE DESERT 

4b With a summit of 3,560 feet above sea level, what is the highest mountain in Wales? 
SNOWDON or YR 
WYDDFA [err WITH-va] 

 
 



 
Round 6 

1a 
What is the shared surname of brothers Rowan, a comedy performer famous for Blackadder and Mr Bean, and Rodney, a 
Eurosceptic economic commentator who laid a treason charge against Douglas Hurd and Francis Maude for signing the Maastricht 
Treaty? 

ATKINSON 

1b 
The defending champion at this year’s Open Championships is which Australian golfer who finished fourth at the 2023 US 
Open? 

Cameron SMITH 

2a 
Which British nurse was executed in 1915 by the German military for helping Allied soldiers escape from occupied Belgium? She 
was later repatriated to the United Kingdom and received a state funeral in 1920. 

Edith CAVELL 

2b 
The sisters Anita, Bonnie and June were original members of, and gave their surname to, what American girl group whose best-
known songs include ‘Jump (For My Love)’ and ‘I'm So Excited’? 

The POINTER Sisters 

3a 
Elbphilharmonie and St Michael's Church are locations in which port city in northern Germany that is sometimes dubbed “the 
Venice of the North”? 

HAMBURG 

3b 
Cathy Gale played by Honor Blackman, Emma Peel by Diana Rigg and Tara King played by Linda Thorson were the three assistants 
to John Steed in which British espionage TV series of the 1960s? 

The AVENGERS 

4a 
A writer on the topic of female sexuality, which American author compiled and published My Secret Garden, a work composed of 
letters, interviews and transcribed tapes on the subject of women’s sexual fantasies? 

Nancy FRIDAY 

4b 
John Snow was a critic of which theory, first postulated by Hippocrates in the 4th century BC, that held that most epidemics began 
due to ‘noxious air’? 

MIASMA theory 

  



Round 7 

1a 
One of the key developers of the Chicago School of Sociology was which urban sociologist, who was known for his work with 
Booker T. Washington, including on the 1912 work The Man Farthest Down? 

Robert E. PARK 

1b 
The live-action remake of which Disney film was the second highest grossing film of 2017? It stars Emma Watson as Belle and Dan 
Stevens as the other title character. 

BEAUTY AND THE 
BEAST 

2a 
Which Dutch-born British painter and Fellow of the Royal Academy was highly acclaimed in the Victorian era for his languorous 
depictions of life in the Greek and Roman empires and created the 1888 work The Roses of Heliogabalus? 

Lawrence ALMA-
TADEMA 

2b 
What name is given to the vocal organ of birds? Its lateral movement and separate branches allow songbirds to produce more 
than one sound at a time. 

SYRINX 

3a What layered filo pastry dish containing spinach and often feta cheese has a name that literally means “spinach pie” in Greek? 
SPANAKOPITA (or  
SPANAKOTIROPITA
)  

3b 
Which Manchester United and England goalkeeper was named in the UEFA Team of the Tournament at the 2022 UEFA 
European Women’s Football Championship? She has retained her place for the upcoming World Cup. 

Mary EARPS 

4a 
Which naval vessel, which saw significant action during World War II, is moored as a museum ship close to Tower Bridge in 
London? It is named after a UK city. 

HMS BELFAST 

4b 
In which track, a collaboration between Jay-Z and Alicia Keys, does Keys refer to New York as the “concrete jungle where dreams 
are made of”? The title references the nickname for New York State. 

‘EMPIRE STATE OF 
MIND’ (do not accept 
“N.Y. State of Mind” by 
Nas, or “New York State 
of Mind” by Billy Joel) 

  



Round 8 

1a 
Before rising to fame and recognition as a film composer, Danny Elfman was the lead vocalist for what new wave band, who 
had success with the song ‘Weird Science’? 

OINGO BOINGO 

1b The Chicken War is the colloquial name for the 1537 anti-royalist rebellion in which European country? POLAND 

2a 
Which actor appeared as Jenny Paige in the first two series of the Channel 4 series Teachers? Her later roles included playing 
Leigh Henry in Screw and Kate McKenzie in Last Tango in Halifax? 

Nina SOSSANYA 

2b 
One of the most visited tourist spots in Africa, the UNESCO World Heritage Site Serengeti National Park is found in which 
country, close to its border with Kenya? 

TANZANIA 

3a Used on a scale that typically ranges from 0 to 14, pH stands for ‘potential’ or ‘power’ of which chemical element? HYDROGEN 

3b 
Which of Grimms’ Fairy Tales features an evil imp, who demands the first-born child of a miller’s daughter in return for his 
spinning straw into gold to save her? He gives up her claim if she is able to guess his name within three days.  

‘RUMPELSTILTSKIN’ 
(or 
RUMPELSTILZCHEN) 

4a Unicorn and Red Dragon are two of the best-known companies who make the tungsten implements used in which sport? DARTS 

4b 
Which British chain of health clubs, spas and hotels are named after their founder, an entrepreneur famous for his stint on 
Dragon’s Den? 

BANNATYNE Group 
(accept Duncan 
BANNATYNE) 

  



Spares 

1 
Which MP, the deputy leader of the SNP in Westminster, announced this week that she would be stepping down at the next 
election? When she was first elected to the House of Commons in 2015, she became the youngest MP since the Great Reform 
Act in 1832.  

Mhairi BLACK 

2 
Which Welsh kingdom of the middle ages gives its name to a county in modern-day Wales that covers the area of the 
traditional counties of Montgomeryshire, Radnorshire and Brecknockshire? 

POWYS 

3 
Rat Man, Wolf Man and Little Hans were pseudonyms given to the patients of which Austrian psychoanalyst who 
discussed them in his written works? 

Sigmund FREUD 

4 
Which American guitarist had a hit in 1968 with his instrumental track ‘Classical Gas’? He later went on to be head writer 
on Saturday Night Live. 

Mason WILLIAMS 

 
 


